
Step-by-step instructions: 
 

1. Discuss strategies and techniques to identify location and times the behavior of concern 

occurs and does not occur. Example strategies and tools include: 

 

   •   Published rating scales 

   •   Interviews (student, parents, teachers) 

   •   Direct observation of student 

   •   Environmental changes to see if the behavior changes 

 

2. Direct observation is the most reliable method to determine function of the behavior of 

concern and should be collected in the student’s natural environment (e.g., classroom, 

cafeteria, gymnasium). 

 

3. Identify the context the behavior occurs. Behaviors are context related and may function 

as a cause of the behavior. The context includes both the locations and times of the 

behavior. 

 

   •   Identify the locations (classroom, cafeteria, gymnasium). 

   •   Identify the times (e.g., beginning of class, during independent seat work, end of  

       class). 

 

Sally’s Schedule 

 

Mrs. Potter is Sally’s advisor. When meeting with Mr. Green, Mr. Davis, and the IEP team, she provides 

them with a copy of Sally’s schedule. 

 

Sally’s Schedule 

 

Art: 7:55 – 8:40 

Social Studies: 8:45 – 9:30 

Science: 9:35 – 10:20 

PE: 10:25 – 11:10 

Algebra: 11:15 – 12:00 

LUNCH: 12:00 – 12:35 

Chorus: 12:35 – 1:20 

English: 1:25 – 2:10 

 

The teachers and IEP team identify at least three classes inappropriate name calling occurred: Algebra, 

Science, and P.E. Prior to the meeting, Mrs. Potter spoke with Sally’s other teachers and learned that 

Sally inappropriately called the teacher a name in Chorus, but there have been no occurrences of 

inappropriate name calling in Art, Social Studies, or English class. 

 

Mrs. Potter also brought the lunch detention record book to the meeting and the team identified the days 

Sally received detention. Sally typically received lunch detention on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. There 



were one or two occasions when Sally received detention on Mondays or Thursdays. Sally did not have 

lunch detentions of Fridays. 

 

Based on the preliminary evidence, the team decides to conduct direct observations and collect data on 

Sally’s behavior during Algebra, Science, and P.E. They decide to collect data on days that Sally’s 

behavior does and does not occur and agree to collect data on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays. 

 

The team discusses the type of data to collect and assigns who will be responsible for collecting the data. 

The team sets a time frame (3 weeks) to collect data and pick a date when to meet again to discuss the 

data. 

 

Discussion Questions 
 Do you see patterns emerging in Sally’s behavior? If so, what are those patterns? 

 Why do you think Sally displays inappropriate behaviors during some classes and not other 

classes? 

 Why do you think Sally displays inappropriate behaviors on Tuesdays and Wednesdays more 

frequently than on Mondays or Fridays? 

 Can you identify the function of Sally’s inappropriate behaviors? 

 What do you think are the next steps to support Sally? 

  

 


